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me etings in that reg a r d  I felt t hat p e r h a p s  w e  co u l d  try to do a 
couple things this session. An d  I w o u l d  sa y  that this ma y  be an 
incremental process, bu t  the b ill was an effo r t  to, num b e r  one, 
b r i n g  about some assur a n c e  that there w o u l d  be a s tandard of 
qu a l it y of the pro g r a m s  that are offered, t h a t  there w o u l d  be 
some d e f i n i t i o n  a b o u t  what offenses a p r e t r i a l  d i v e r s i o n  could 
b e  ut i l i z e d  for, a n d  that t h e r e  w o u l d  b e  some c l a r i f i c a t i o n  on 
w hat the fees that ar e  c h a r g e d  could b e  u s e d  for or w h e r e  those 
fees could be directed. W i t h  that, I i n t r o d u c e d  a bill. The 
Judiciary Commi t t e e  h e l d  a hearing. T h e y  ch o s e  to amend the 
bill and I favor th e  ame ndment that will b e  described, and they 
ad vanced the b ill as amended. So, w i t h  that, I'll co n c l u d e  my 
o p e n i n g , M r . C h a i r m a n .

SE N A TO R COORDSEN: T h a n k  you. S e n ator Bromm. S e nator Brashear,
to o pen on the commi t t e e  amendments.

SENATOR BRASHEAR: Mr. Chairman, m e mbers of t he body, t h a n k  you.
Some b a c k g r o u n d  w i t h  rega r d  to this issue, if y o u  will, please. 
The issue of pre t r i a l  d i v e r s i o n  an d  t h e  p r o g r a m s  for p retrial 
diver s i o n  for t r a ffic o ffenses has b e e n  b e f o r e  your Judiciary 
Commi t t e e  several times over recent years. Si n c e  I h a v e  served 
as the Chair, your c o m m i t t e e  ha s  h e a r d  t he f o l l o w i n g  bills 
relating to it: L B  966 in t r o d u c e d  in 1998 b y  S e n ator Schmitt
and Senator Jensen; in 1999, LB 593 i n t r o d u c e d  b y  S e n ator Robak, 
and LB 565 in t r o d u c e d  b y  S e nator Schmitt; I in t r o d u c e d  LB 352 
last year; and this year S e n ator B r o m m  i n t r o d u c e d  LB 1303. In 
r esponse to pre v i o u s  l e g islative efforts, th e  commi t t e e  h eld  
interim study h e a r i n g s  in 1999 an d  2000 t h a t  c o n s t i t u t e d  t h e ... a 
forum for the e x a m i n a t i o n  of the issue of diversion. The 
testi m o n y  f rom those hea r i n g s  re v e a l e d  c o n s i d e r a b l e  d i s p a r i t y  in 
the w ay d i v e r s i o n  p r o g r a m s  are c o n d u c t e d  among and b e t w e e n  
counties across th e  ent i r e t y  of the state. O t h e r  issues w ere 
addressed, such as the lack of u n i f o r m i t y  r e g a r d i n g  the 
availa b i l i t y  of saf e t y  courses, the costs of th e  courses and the 
content of the courses. A f t e r  n u m e r o u s  h e a r i n g s  b r o u g h t  the 
same issues and the same pr o b l e m s  r e l a t i n g  to t r a f f i c  diver s i o n  
programs, your commi t t e e  chose L B  1303 as th e  v e h i c l e  for 
p r i o r i t i z i n g  these issues and b r i n g i n g  t h e m  b e f o r e  you. The 
committee amendment f urthers th e  p u r p o s e s  and the objecti ve s of 
LB 1303 by m a k i n g  s e veral changes. F i r s t  of all, LB 1303, in


